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: 7 I wish to bring to your notice a serious case
of contravention of*the Chief Administrator's Proclaration
¥0. 86 ,re protsction or_anti:quiues_. : :

A bullding contractor has broken up and removed
for hig om use & portion of the Roman StreetfStairway lsad-
ing from Mount Ophel to the ‘pool of Silowam and recently o
‘¢leared in Dr. Bliss’ excavations (see his book ,also "H.V's"
"tonder-ground Jerusalem"). i 1 i

¥ b ;
A drawing 1s #nclosed herewith § Some 50 tons.
of stone have been removed and Dr. Bliss' archeoclogiecal survey
work obliterated . ; ; ; i

\ . The case was discéversd by Mr. Ashbee the Civic
Advisor, who stopped further destruction of the stairway and
brought a charge against the contractor. The Military Magistrat
has Fhned the man £. 50 and ordered him to replace the stones
if and when called upon . The damage however ,1s irreparables 9

£ : From the archeological point of view the case i
very serious and for ought we Jnow similar cases may be going
on all over Palestine and in the city itself for want of the

necessary supervision. ot e g

*’\ I venture to suggest that under the circumstances

£

the Archeological Memorandum for the constitution of a Dept.
of Antiquities prepared by Prof., Garstang (March 1919) and
accepted by the Chief Administrator be put into force with

as little delay as possibles A g R 5

The duties of Archeological supervision in the
Jerusalem Area are at present exercised , as far as it is
possible to do this without the necessary 8taff, by the Civ
Advisor. lhough the appointment of Mr. Mackay , as proposed
in para 9 and para22 of the Garstang Memorandum has ‘been
for the districts outside the-Jerusalem Area , the ‘other
recomrended in the same paragraph for the eity itself has n
yat been officiallyrmade. With a ‘view to preventing the
occurrence of similar cases I would urge that this should
ngw be done. S R S
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